
August 12, 2025 

The Honorable Howard W. Lutnick 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Commerce 

 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

The Honorable Jamieson Greer 
 

600 17th  
Washington, D.C. 20508 

 

Dear Secretary Lutnick and Ambassador Greer, 

 
as trade 

policy  

the 
American spice industry ASTA shares the 

agriculture. 
commercially in the United States, cause harm to American businesses and increase costs for American 
consumers. 

food manufacturers, restaurants, and consumers. foods that 
nourish American families on a daily basis 
food industry, which ns. 
billion of spices from more than 50 origin countries. directly supports 

 

Most spices, including black pepper, cinnamon, turmeric, ginger, , require 
 due to 

climate and geographical  
relies on global sourcing. ASTA shared a list of of s that are not grown in the 



s  

hearing on June 5 es that are 
 

between products that , such as many spices, which cannot.  

We are also encouraged by language within the U.S.-
Reciprocal Trade, under which the countries 

This framework is a 

cinnamon,  

not commercially produced 
and Applying this principle in 

of these unique imported agricultural ingredients. 

goods, and protect 
the interests of U.S. businesses and families, alike.  

discussions. Thank you for your leadership and  

Warm regards, 

 

Laura Shumow 
  

 
 


